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Dear Editor,

ABSTRACT

Prof. Dr. Necdet Aybast1 (1951-2024) was a distinguished surgeon, esteemed educator,
and compassionate mentor who left an indelible mark on the medical and academic
communities. Beyond his professional excellence, he was a devoted father, a loving
husband, a trusted friend, and a respected colleague. His contributions to medical
education, patient care, and surgical practice exemplified his unwavering commitment
to ethical standards and lifelong learning. This tribute explores his multifaceted legacy,
highlighting his dedication to mentoring future surgeons, his invaluable impact on
his students and colleagues, and his enduring influence on medical science. While his
passing leaves a profound void, his principles, teachings, and compassionate approach
continue to inspire those who follow in his footsteps. To honour his memory, it is essential
to preserve and perpetuate his contributions through academic initiatives, mentorship

programs, and continued adherence to the values he upheld throughout his career.
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Born in 1951 in Ladik, a town in Samsun, Tiirkiye, Prof. Dr.

Prof. Dr. Necdet Aybast1 (Figure 1) was a distinguished figure = Aybasti’s life was rooted in the values of education, humility,

in general surgery and medical education, leaving an enduring and service. His parents were both graduates of the Hasanoglan

legacy through his contributions to science, his dedication to Village Institute, one of the most progressive educational

his students, and his compassionate approach to patient care. initiatives in the history of the Turkish Republic. Inspired by

However, beyond his professional achievements, he was also a  this unique pedagogical heritage, he attended middle school

devoted father, a loving husband, a mentor to many, a trusted within the Village Institute system, an experience that instilled

friend, and a surgeon whose skills and ethics were unparalleled. in him a deep appreciation for community-based learning, hard

This article aims to honour his memory by reflecting on his  work, and intellectual discipline — values he carried with him

profound impact on those around him, both personally and throughout his life.

professionally.

365


https://eurjther.com/index.php/home/index
https://doi.org/10.58600/eurjther2807
mailto:?subject=
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2448-4957

European Journal of Therapeutics (2025)

He continued his education at the prestigious Robert College
for high school, where he excelled academically and developed
a broad humanistic outlook. He went on to study medicine
at Hacettepe University Faculty of Medicine, one of the top
medical schools in Tiirkiye, and later completed his residency
in general surgery at the same institution. Hacettepe not only
shaped his scientific and clinical foundation but also became a
place where he cultivated lasting professional relationships and

a deep commitment to academic excellence.

Throughout his academic career, Prof. Dr. Aybast1 trained
numerous students at the level of professorship, contributing
significantly to the development of future generations of surgeons
and academicians. His influence extended far beyond the
operating room — his former students, colleagues, and patients
remember him not only for his surgical precision but also for his

human warmth, intellectual generosity, and principled life.

Figure 1. Portrait of Prof. Dr. Necdet Aybasti (1951-2024).

Prof. Dr. Necdet Aybasti as A Father and Husband

Despite the demands of his profession, Prof. Aybasti1 remained
deeply committed to his family. He was a loving and supportive
father, a guiding force in the lives of his children, and a role
model who instilled in them the values of integrity, perseverance,
and kindness. As a husband, he embodied unwavering love and
companionship (Figure 2). His dedication to his family was
evident in his ability to balance his professional responsibilities
with his personal life, ensuring that his loved ones always felt
valued and supported. His presence was a source of strength
and stability, and his memory will forever remain cherished by
those closest to him.
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Figure 2. Memorable moments from the life of Prof. Dr. Necdet
Aybasti, reflecting his multifaceted legacy as a mentor, family
man, and respected surgeon. (a) Teaching chess to a Cinar
Celekli exemplifying his quiet mentorship and generosity of
spirit, (b) Enjoying a family wedding, showcasing the joy and
closeness he shared with loved ones, (c) Receiving a formal
award recognizing his lifelong service upon retirement, (d)
Together with his family — a source of constant strength, love,
and support, (¢) Honored with a distinguished service award
for his contributions to the field of surgery, (f) Resting at home
in peaceful solitude, embodying a life well-lived, (g) Together
with his former student, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ersin Borazan — a
testament to Prof. Dr. Aybastr’s enduring influence as a mentor
and educator who shaped generations of medical professionals,
and (h) With a team of accomplished surgeons he trained, in
2006, a powerful symbol of his legacy in surgical education and
leadership.

A Mentor and Educator: Shaping Future Generations of
Surgeons

Prof. Aybast1 was a skilled surgeon and a passionate educator
who dedicated his career to training future generations of
medical professionals. His teaching extended beyond textbooks,
emphasizing ethical considerations, patient-centred care,
and the importance of continuous learning in medicine. His
students regarded him as an inspiring mentor who encouraged
critical thinking and instilled confidence in their abilities. He
fostered an academic environment that prioritized knowledge,

skill development, and professional integrity, ensuring that his
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influence would be felt long after his time as an educator. Today,
countless surgeons carry forward his teachings, embodying
the principles he so passionately imparted. There are many
successful operations and studies he has done in his field, some
important studies [1-10].

A Trusted Friend and Esteemed Colleague

Prof. Aybastr’s kindness, humility, and sincerity made him a
cherished friend and a respected colleague. His approachability
and willingness to share his wisdom created strong bonds with
those who had the privilege of knowing him. His presence was
marked by warmth and camaraderie in the operating room, the
lecture hall, or social gatherings. His ability to inspire, support,
and unite people was one of his most admirable qualities. He
cultivated a network of colleagues and friends who admired
not only his professional expertise but also his character and
moral values. His absence leaves a profound void, but his legacy

inspires those who knew him.

A Surgeon of Unparalleled Dedication

As a general surgeon, Prof. Aybasti demonstrated an
extraordinary commitment to his patients and his field. He
approached each case with precision, care, and an unwavering
ethical stance, ensuring the best possible outcomes for those
under his care. His contributions to surgical practice and
medical science were significant, and his influence extended
beyond the operating room. He remained dedicated to advancing
medical knowledge, contributing to research, and mentoring
young professionals who aspired to follow in his footsteps. His
impact on the medical community is indelible, and his principles
continue to guide those who practice medicine with the same

passion and dedication he exemplified.

CONCLUSION

Honoring His Legacy

The passing of Prof. Dr. Necdet Aybast is a profound loss to the
medical and academic communities, as well as to his family,
friends, and colleagues. However, his legacy lives on through
the students he mentored, the patients he treated, and the lives
he touched.

To honor his memory, several initiatives could be undertaken,
such as:
Establishing an academic award or scholarship in his name to

support medical students and researchers.
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Organizing annual lectures or symposiums that reflect his

contributions to surgery and medical education.

Encouraging his students and colleagues to uphold the values

and ethical standards he championed throughout his career.

Prof. Aybast1 was more than a physician and an educator—he
was a father, a husband, a mentor, a friend, and a distinguished
surgeon. His impact will endure through the knowledge he
shared, the lives he saved, and the countless individuals he
inspired. He will always be remembered with great respect,

admiration, and gratitude.

Yours sincerly,
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